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Sir J. Pitkeathly's Speech

After Sir Frank NoycebaA opened the conference, Sir James Piikeathly outlined the
principles of the proposed Industrial Intelligence and Besearch Bureau and emphasis-
ed the dependence of the proposal on the cooperation of the provinces. At the same
time he pointed out the assistance which the Indian Stores department could give
to the industry.

After that the conference appointed two committees to consider in detail the
memoranda received from provinces making claims to shares in the grants for
handloom weaving and sericulture. Memoranda were also received from a number
of Indian States proposing schemes for expenditure of part of the money available
for agriculture within their boundaries.

The general discussion on the handloom weaving industry was followed with a
view to securing the benefit of the experience of experts present. The principal sub-
jects discussed were cooperative organisation of handloom weaving, best arrange-
ments for improving designs and securing the fullest use of all improvements in
machinery and the general principles which would govern the allocation of grants.

la winding up the proceedings for the day the chairman suggested that the best
criteria for allocating grants would be the number of looms in the province, the
amount which the province was spending on handloom weaving at present and
the expenditure which it proposed to make ia future.

Decisions of Sub-Committees

The whole   of 10th. July was taken up with the deliberation of the handloom sub-
committee and the llth. July morning with those of the   sericulture   sub-committee.
The full conference met   again   in   the   afternoon (and  first accepted- unanimously
the general lines of the   proposal   for   the   formation   of an   industrial intelligence
and research bureau.   The delegates from every province and State   promised whole-
hearted support for making   the   bureau   a   success.   The   conference   adopted the
reports of the handloom and   sericultural   sub-commitee.   In   the case of handloom
weaving industry the decision was taken that   grants should   be   distributed in the
provinces in the first year   as to one half in proportion to the average   expenditure
by the local Governments   on   the improvement   of the handloom weaving industry
during the last five years   and   as   to the other half in proportion to the consump-
tion of yarn in^the handloom industry in the provinces and that local   Governments
be asked to revise their^ schemes in the light of the sums which   they could  obtain
in   this   way   and    criticisms   of   their     schemes     which   were   made   by    the
conference.   The conference   also   decided   that   15    per   cent,   of   the   grant   be
reserved _to the Government  of India   for   distributions   to   minor   administration
and provinces which equitably required extra assistance.

' As regards sericulture the decision of the conference was that the sum available
for distribution, namely, rupees one lakh a year was so small that it would be
spent in a way which promised most immediate benefit to the industry, namely
in increasing the supply of disease-free seed. It was also decided that an imperial
committee beset up and attached to the bureau of industrial intelligence and research.
The conference concluded after an interchange of compliments. Some delegates expres-
sed special gratification that the conference was likely to become an annual event.

A sub-committee of the Conference discussed on the llth. July the position of
the sericultural industry in connection with the promised grant of a lakh for
research work. As advised by Sir Frank Noyce in his opening speech the sub-
committee approved the proposal to appoint a permanent imperial sericultural
committee under the auspices of the Bureau of Industrial Besearch to be attached
to the Indian Stores department. This sericultural committee will consist of repre-
sentatives from the silk growing provinces in British India, namely, Assam, Bengal,
Madras, Punjab, Bihar and Orissa and Burma and two Indian States, Mysore and
Kashmir. The sum of one lakh for research was considered too inadequate for the
promotion of the industry and it was decided to make a request to the Govern
ment of India for an enhanced grant.